Polish media reports after the press conference of Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights called “Were secret CIA detention facilities located in Poland?”
On 22 February 2010 at 12 p.m. a press conference in The Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights premises called “Were secret CIA detention facilities located in Poland?” took place. It was dedicated to the issue of the involvement of Poland in the secret rendition programme. The subject-matter of the conference aroused a considerable interest, since representatives of the most important Polish media were present, including press, television and radio. 
Shortly after the conference, in some cases even during its course, the most influential online news sites in Poland published front page news regarding this event. There were comments of experts and journalists both in television and radio. The next day, on 23 January, polish daily newspapers published articles relating to the conference.
The media emphasised that the official flight records received from PANSA, since they were not revealed by anonymous sources but by a government agency, provide a breakthrough information as it confirm previous findings concerning Polish involvement in the secret detention program. The general overview of the media reports was that the disclosed information is another step which brings closer to discover the truth. 

The media reported that the official documents constitute a solid evidence that in 2003 aircrafts associated with CIA had landed repeatedly at Szymany Airport. The records showed that 6 flights of two aircraft, Gulfstream V and a Boeing 737, had landed in Poland. Five of them originated in Kabul, Afghanistan and one in Rabat, Morocco

Following statements of the Foundation’s members presented at the conference it was indicated that, in the past, the Polish government denied all allegations of its involvement in rendition. Moreover, it negated the existence of the records and therefore failed to provide any data to investigations previously conducted by European Parliament and Council of Europe. 
Furthermore, it was reported that the revealed materials not only restated that CIA associated flights landed in Poland, but also provided new facts to the case. Both: names of the pilots and flight planes of the aircrafts were fake. Flights were navigated by PANSA without a valid flight plan or were navigated into Szymany whereas the relevant flight plans showed Warsaw as a port of destination. This, in consequence, disclosed that PANSA repeatedly cooperated in the process of covering up the CIA rendition flight into Szymany Airport. 
Press releases also mentioned that the Appeal Prosecutor Office in Warsaw has been conducting the investigation since 1.5 year concerning the alleged involvement of Polish authorities in the rendition program. So far, it has not provide any explanation of this subject-matter. Neither facts of the proceeding nor the approximate date of its conclusion is known. 
 
After the conference, the vice-prosecutor of Appeal Prosecutor Office in Warsaw – Robert Majewski – stated that “the investigation is still pending and he can not disclose any details regarding it. I do not expect that it will be concluded soon. We do undertake intensive proceeding in the course of the investigation”.

Some media especially emphasized the fact that, although there are solid basis confirming that flights of the aircrafts associated with CIA landed into Szymany, still the disclosed information affirm neither that these flights actually transported terrorist suspects nor that they were detained in Poland.

In response to the revealed information, Grzegorz Hlebowicz, a spokesperson of PANSA admitted that PANSA passed to the Foundation only those information that was requested under the Statute of Access to Public Information. They denied to give any further comments.

After the conference, Krzysztof Liedel (Director of the Centre for Research on Terrorism Collegium Civitas College) admitted that the information of the CIA flights to Poland may not be considered as a new information, as it was previously publicly disclosed by media.
 However, a journalist, Adam Krzykowski from newspaper ‘Rzeczpospolita’ indicates that although similar information had been already published about a year ago, The Helsinki Foundation for Human Right and Open Society Justice Initiative achieved a great success by convincing the media that the issue of secret detention facilities in Poland need to be explained. 
Piotr Paszkowski, a spokesperson of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, indicates that until the official investigation of the Appeal Prosecutor Office in Warsaw is concluded, all information concerning rendition remain just allegations. In his opinion only a prosecutor’s investigation may provide a comprehensive answer whether CIA planes actually landed in Szymany Airport.

A former Minister of National Defense in the period of 2001 - 2005, Jerzy Szmajdziński, admitted in the radio program that has no knowledge as to whether Polish authorities cooperated with CIA in rendition program, since cooperation with the Agency is beyond the powers of this department and is conducted by Intelligence Agency.

General Marek Dukaczewski, a former chief of Military Intelligence Service (WSI), gave an interview in Tv program, which shocked public opinion. Firstly, he denied the existence of secret detention facilities in Poland where terrorist suspects were tortured. Furthermore, he stated that he was not aware of CIA charters landings in Poland. He indicated that as a chief of Military Intelligence Service he was not obliged to be informed about the CIA landings, since they possessed civil status which is outside the competences of his agency. Thirdly, as gen. Dukaczewski stated, the cooperation between Poland and USA in war on terrorism implies presence of American foreign intelligence services in our country. Thus, the fact that CIA airplanes actually landed in Poland should be perceived as a natural consequence of this cooperation. He ensured that neither he nor the Military Services participated in the unlawful proceedings. According to gen. Dukaczewski, Poland provided only a recreational and touristic services to those who was returning from Kabul, since Stare Kiejkuty is located in a “beautiful area”. 
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