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I. Refemng to Romania
HEISINKI COMN[['ITEE IN POLAND

Warsaw, 20 May 1989
To
the Governments of the
Signatory States to
Vienna Document CSCE

. ﬁninmﬁghﬁ,bothdvilmdpoﬁﬁed,uwdluwdﬂ ones, are being violated in
Romania on a scale unseen in the present Europe . Nicolae Ceausescu keeps the
citizens of this country in submission, ruling by terror. The citizens'life, in all its

i :aspects, is controlled by the secret political police, Securitate. The authors of even the

slightest criticism are punished with many years imprisonment, deprivation of job,
expulsion from the capital city. Draconian reduction in electricity, gas, heating and
food supplies has deprived the people of even the minimum of living conditions. Thisis
- being done under the banner of creating "2 new type of a human being, who will live in
- society of equal people in its most perfect shape”. This also serves as an excuse for
implementation of the planned destruction of about 8 thousand villages within the
frames of the so called “systematization of rural areas”, Most of those villages are
located in Transsylvania. It means, therefore, destruction of the roots of2,5 - 3 milion
Hungarian minority, who have lived there Tor ages. The systematization plan
* constitutes a culmination of carried for years discriminating policy towards that group
of Romanian citizens. In that situation thousands of Hungarians seek shelter in
Hungary. Aboriginal Romanians, who cannot bear the poverty, are more and more
- often found among the fugitives.
~ Helsinki Committee in Poland calls all the states - signatories of the Vienna
Document; to undertake every possible step in order 1o make Ceausescu’s policy
towards Romanien people change. One cannot keep silence if in the middle of Europe
the fundamental human rights are violated in such a drastic way.
We appeal to all the Western States not to close their frontiers before fugitives from

" Romania and not to send them back, because in that way they sentence the poor people

to multiplied repressions. Let the democratic West hold a helping hand once more, as it
held it to the Hungarians after 1956, to Czechs and Slovaks after 1968 and to the
martial law. We appeal for that in the name of European nations’ solidarity.

On authorisation of the Helsinki Committee in Poland

Marek A.Nowicki

Stefan Starczewski.




' On June, lst, 1989, during the seminar of International Helsinki Federation ( IHF ),
& Whmﬂmmmmduwa.ssummanmkwmm'
described the situation in Poland.

Marek A.Nowicki
Legal Changes in Poland

_ Serious changes in those branches of law, which are most vital from the point of view
of human and citizens” rights have been introduced since the end of the “round table”
debates and since the agreement between the government and the opposition was
signed. :

On April 7th trade union pluralism was restored and farmers regamed their right to
associate in trade umions. The new Association Law created more favourable
possibilities of association than they were before. Establishment of an association is
submitted to judicial control, which is reduced solely to examination of the articles of
association conformability with the law, in contradiction to the previous state, when
the arbitrary will of the administrative body was decisive. The electoral regulations te
the Lower and Upper Chambers of the Parliament has extended the citizens’
possibilities of participating in managing public affairs through eligibility and electoral
franchise. The guarantees of independence of the judiciary have been extended by
inserting to the Constitution the provision ensuring irremovability from the post,
cancellation of the principle of electing the judiciaries of the Supreme Court every five

- years, by appointing the National Council of Judicature, able to deprive State
administration of the exclusivity in selecting and promoting the judiciaries. On 24th

_ May the Parliament passed the Act enabling all those who had lost their jobs in result
ﬁMlﬁiﬁﬁuhMuﬂim:ndhoppoﬁﬁm,tommewwk .

- Otherimportant legal acts are being discussed by the Parliament and one may expect
Ihllthaywillbcl:lmd soon. Among others, amendements to the criminal law are -
being discussed; the draft provides for renouncement of punishability of activities

- undertaken in order to elicit public unrest or riots and for abridgement of punishability

* of other deeds performed out of political motives. The draft also provides for judicial

" control over detention , the possibility of receiving a compensation for unjust

~ detention, reduction of the prosecutor’s powers with respect to temporary arrest, it -
~ guarantees the suspect’s right to communicate with his lawyer in each case and reduces
~ the possibility of adjudication by.the court of appeal to the disadvantage of the




1.Since the imposition of the martial law in 1981 Poland was in the state of an acute
conflict. It was & conflict between the government and its supporters and the
democratic social movement gathered around "Solidarity”, operating underground.
“Solidarity”, using peaceful measures, fought for introduction of the fundamental civil

- and political rights and freedoms. The activists of “Solidarity” and other groups of
“illegal” opposition were imprisoned, beaten, tortured, fired, persecuted, and defamed
in mass media. Some of them were killed. Violation of human rights was not reduced to
single cases. It was, to a certain degree, sanctioned by the law, by a particular kind of
a “permanent state of emergency”. If the criteria and standards of the Covenants of
Human Rights were to be assumed, the said permanent state of emergency lasted in
Poland, with insignificant intervals, since the end of the Il World War. To tell the truth,
it became the socio-political system lasting for over 40 years.

2. On 5th April 1989 in the building of the Council of Ministers in Warsaw, the
representatives of the government which imposed the martial law in 1981, and the
representatives of the opposing “Solidarity” signed the social agreement promising









































































































































































