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Editorial

Our Bulletin has been published for two years now. The
first issue was published in autumn 1988 and, naturally, it
was not censored. Eight issues have appeared so far, two of
which — No. 4 and No. 7-8 — only in English.

Moving with the spirit of the times we registered our
Bulletin las October. From now on we shall attempt to make
it a quarterly, informing about the initiatives and works of
the Helsinki Committee and closely related to it — Helsinki
Foundation for Human Rights, as well as the Centre of
Human Rights in East Europe (CHREE) established under
its auspices.

Further issues will present documents and materials
relating to the most important problems of human rights in
Poland and elsewhere, translations, reviews of foreign
scholar publications and international legal regulations
concerning human rights.

We welcome all the new readers and cooperators.

MAREK A. NOWICKI
Chief Editor




1. IHF Statement

Vienna, July 30, 1990
August 1, 1990: 15th Anniversary of the Helsinki Final Act

With satisfaction and joy, but also great concern the International Helsinki
Federation for Human Rights (IHF) marks the 15th Anniversary of the Helsinki
Final Act. The Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE)
concluded on August 1, 1975 with the signing of the Helsinki Final Act. which
attempts to link peace and security with respect to human rights.

The human rights situation has changed dramatically in Europe since 1975,
especially within the last year. Even Albania who has not signed the Final Act
nor its follow up documents has recently shown some interest in the CSCE
process.

However, this anniversary is also a moment to think of the persistent and
severe abuses of [undamental human rights that still occur. The rights of the
Albanian population in Kosovo are being violated by the Serbian authorities. In
Romania violations of the right of freedom of expression, of association and
assembly still occur. There are continuing reports about torture in Turkish
police stations and about people being held for years in Turkish prisons awaiting
the outcome of lengthy trials. Nor can any improvement be noticed in Turkey in
regard to the situation of the Kurds. The USSR still holds political prisoners.
psychiatric abuse continues, exit visas are still being arbitrarily withheld from
people. The ethnic and cultural rights of minorities are abused in an appalling
way in several European countries. Gypsies are being persecuted in several
countries to an even greater degree now. Anti-semitism and racism are on the
rise. Whereas most countries are showing greater respect for the right to leave
one's own country, countries in Western Europe and the United States are more
frequently denying refuge to those fleeing persecution in their homelands. Many
Western countries still follow very strict visa policies,

Due to the changes in Europe the IHF is faced, paradoxically, with more work
than ever before. There is now way for more constructive and practical
cooperation concerning human rights issues. At the same time new problems
have come to the surface and need to be dealt with. The IHF urges involvement
at all levels by governments, human rights organizations and activists so as to
resolve existing and emergent problems peacefully and with all deliberate speed.




2. "Boat People”

April 10, 1990

The Honourable

Mrs Margaret THATCHER
10, Downing Street

London SW1

Dear Mrs Thatcher,

In February and March 1990 I visited Hong Kong at the invitation of several
local Christian organizations, both Roman Catholic and Protestant. My task
was to lecture on Polish Christianity, Church-State relation etc. I was also asked
by some Polish friends to bring first hand information about the situation of
Vietnamese refugees in Hong Kong. As a member of Helsinki Committee in
Poland I was very naturally interested in the human rights aspect of these
people’s lives in detention camps. During World War II as a child 1 was
imprisoned in a Nazi forced labour camp and again in 1981 I was interned
during Marshall Law in Poland. Therefore I asked my hosts in Hong Kong to
help me gain access into a closed camp for illegal immigrants. Few outsiders are
allowed to visit such camps particularly the journalists. A half-day vist became
possible due to the cooperation of a nun engaged in relief work in a small camp,
where living conditions and human relations are supposed to be much better
than elsewhere.

The camp is extremely crowded. Each family is gieve one sleeping bunk, where
they can only just lie down surrounded by their belongings. Single people sleep
outside in makeshift shedsbuilt against the walls of the main barrack. Beyond
the sheds there is about 2 meters space and then a very high fence of wood. steel
mesh and barbed wire, The view of the outside world is totally obscured. Inside
the camp there is — of course — a latrine, a wash place and also a small room
without a window. In this room a few people can sit by a table. Here the sisters
try to teach the children a little English, to organize a class for the elder ones.
[ There is a religious service once a week. These are the only occupations provided
r for the inmates of the camp. There is no work for them — besides the cleaning of
the perimeter — even cooking for the family is in principle forbidden.

There are many children in the camps. About forty in the camp I visited. The
youngest were born in Hong Kong, brought back to the camp straight from the
hospital. They are also treated as “illegal immigrants” and as such absolutely
forbidden to get out of the camp even for a short while.




































































































































































































