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Warsaw, 3 July 2006

The Honourable

Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz

Chairman of the Council of Ministers 

of the Republic of Poland

Al. Ujazdowskie 1/3

00-583 Warsaw

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

We courteously request that you provide us with information regarding the progress status of the work on the establishment of an office for counteracting discrimination based on race and ethnic origin, which all European Union Member States are obliged to form in accordance with Article 13 of the Race Equality Directive 2000/43/EC.

In our opinion at present it may be stated that this obligation has not yet been met. Preparations for establishing an office for counteracting discrimination based on race and ethnic origin were included in the scope of duties of the Government Plenipotentiary for Equal Status of Women and Men (The Ordinance of the Council of Ministers of 25 June 2002, par. 2.2.). The office was never established and the Plenipotentiary was merely obliged to temporarily serve its function (The above mentioned ordinance, § 4). The disturbing fact is that at this point in time it seems there is no state body serving even this makeshift role. Counteracting discrimination based on race and ethnic origin is not among the tasks of the Department for Women, Family and Counteracting Discrimination within the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare, which took over some of the tasks previously performed by the Governmental Plenipotentiary for Equal Status of Women and Men.

Poland was criticized for not having established the office referred to in Article 13 of the Race Equality Directive 2000/43/EC in the annual report on the situation of fundamental rights in the European Union for 2005 prepared by the E.U. Network of Independent Experts on Fundamental Rights. This was also pointed out by international institutions. The recommendation to appoint an independent body dedicated to fighting racism and discrimination was included in the Third Report on Poland, adopted in December 2004 by the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI).

In our opinion this matter requires urgent action that should take into consideration not only the obligations resulting from Poland’s membership in the European Union, but also the significance of the issues and guarantees regarding racial and ethnic equality.            

Respectfully Yours,

On behalf of the Board 








Marek Antoni Nowicki







  President of the Foundation Board

CC.

Dr Janusz Kochanowski

Commissioner for Civil Rights Protection
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